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Perry, Ralph Barton. Puritanism and Democracy. Van- 
guard Press. Jan. 1945. xvi, 688p. $5.00. 

One should slow finding fault with work com- 
pounded high seriousness, profuse scholarship, and 
evident sincerity. Such the character this volume; 
is, then, regrettable that its otherwise thorough and keen 
critique the American spirit marked grave inade- 
quacies philosophical and theological interpretation. 
Professor Perry develops the argument that the American 
ethos dynamic fusion the Puritan religious world- 
view and the transplanted secularist outlook the eight- 
eenth century Enlightenment. believes that the latter 
has triumphed America; and regards the victory 
peculiarly happy consummation five-hundred-year- 
old intellectual and spiritual evolution. 

The author’s method elaborately analytic, almost labori- 
ously so, embellished with wealth documentation. 
the section the book most valuable students 
American intellectual history—the treatment the Puri- 
tan spiritual physiognomy—the sources are explored and 
displayed with industry and skill equalled few 
scholars since Moses Coit Tyler. 

are presented first with review the past, which 
Professor Perry decries two extremes interpretation: the 
flamboyant and uncritical worship our historical tradi- 
tions, and, the other hand, the cynicism the “de- 
bunkers” and disillusioned. vindicates psychological 
grounds the efficacy ideals driving forces for practical 
action, and examines meticulous detail the function 
national historic memories vital elements the picture 
which nation makes itself and its mission. The 
following are typical examples his acute perception 
inner significances: 


regards any given epoch, there certain under- 
standing which reserved for posterity. belongs 
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the nature historic ideals that they should point 
toward the future, and that their meaning should 
progressively revealed. There insight which 
reserved for those who look back over the path already 
traversed, and which will escape the most prophetic 
imagination earlier times well the experience 
contemporaries (p. 38). 


But cannot live either the past the future, 
but only the present, which both. live out 
the past and into the future. Our ideals, therefore, 
must both old and new—both memories and 
plans (p. 60). [Italics the 


his discussion the beliefs and moral code the 
Puritans, the author makes numerous statements from 
which Catholics must sharply dissent. His concept 
medieval Christian religion (which, freely admits, was 
the source Puritan doctrine) not true the facts. 
His description Christian dogma and the Christian 
moral attitude parallel its worst Diderot and 
the Encyclopédie, and, its best, Condorcet (p. 83-91 
and passim). ascribes the Christian view complete 
distrust man’s natural powers and total disavowal 
the values this world; deprecates the Christian inter- 
position “intermediaries” (such the Sacraments and 
the Saints) between God and man; denominates 
adventitious and mythical large portions Christian doc- 
trine; revives the charge the alleged opposition be- 
tween Christian doctrine and the proved findings the 
physical sciences (p. 279-280); impugns the objective 
character Christian doctrine (p. 279-280); disparages 
the monastic ideal (p. 304-305); his discussion the 
problem evil makes God responsible for sin (p. 384- 
391); professes the belief that “morality has justifica- 
tion except terms that very natural life which 
does violence (p. 630). 
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With greater accuracy Professor Perry considers the ide- 
ological bases the Declaration Independence. 
rightly stresses the fact that the great document 
theistic and creationist doctrine the origins and 
nature man” (p. 125); and correctly objects Carl 
Becker’s tendency ascribe the principles the 
Declaration relativist character (p. 128-30). opposes 
the theory that the philosophy the Federal Constitution 
was Benthamite disavowal the natural law theory, 
but less successful trying prove that “fundamentally 
Bentham the side that theory” (p. 133). 
defines American democracy compendiously fol- 
Ows: 


the American democratic tradition which con- 
strues government trusteeship responsible the 
felt interests and political judgments the several in- 
dividuals whose obedience claims (p. 146). 


Professor Perry holds that the Puritan religious tradition 
was, America, superseded the spirit eighteenth 
century rationalism. Beginning about the Revolutionary 
period, believes, the American political and social ideal 
became rooted this philosophy the Enlightenment, 
which “proclaimed the accessibility truth, even basic 
truths religion, the faculty reason” (p. 190). 
admitted once that this may indeed have hap- 
pened; but the error the author his assumption that 
well that did happen, and that the interpretation 
democracy offered the thinkers the Enlighten- 
ment the authentic and desirable form democracy. 
Such assumption due two basic errors: first, 
failure recognize the transcendent claims divinely 
revealed religious truth supplementing the data human 
reason; and second, failure realize that the ultimate 
sanction natural law and natural rights the au- 
thority God, and not the authority human reason. 


description this rationalistic democracy makes clear 
once why the Catholic cannot accept sound 
formula Americanism. American democracy, says Pro- 
fessor Perry, opposed any dogmatic authoritarian 
restraints upon freedom thought; will tend the 
rejection miracles and special providence, any doc- 
trine out keeping with the habits mind inculcated 
science; will subject dogmas critical scrutiny and 
encourage their perpetual revision form not sub- 
stance; “does not reject either faith authority, but 
only their priority knowledge”; “directs man’s eyes 
eternity, but forward time man’s perpetual better- 
ment” (p. 625). 


All this familiar anyone who has read August 
Comte. Interestingly enough, however, goes much 
farther than did the two great thinkers who were held 
highest esteem the followers the Enlightenment. 
Newton his Principia fully admitted the subservience 
human reason God’s authority. And Locke (as the 
author himself shows pp. 156-157) explicitly conceded 
the claims Revelation supplementing the findings 
reason. John Wise, whose Vindication, says Professor 
Perry, was “fully the spirit the Enlightenment” (p. 
198), held the same respect for Revelation. The Vindica- 
tion opens with the avowal that shall Principally take 
Baron Puffendorff [sic] for Chief Guide”. And 
Pufendorf plainly admits Revelation another source 
promulgation the law nature: “Now the laws 
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nature would have had full power obligate men, even 
God had never proclaimed them again his revealed 
word, for man was bound obey his Creator, whatever 
the way which might reveal His will him.” 


This book therefore mixture the very true and the 
very false. For the post-graduate student Puritan 
thought indispensable; its bibliographical references 
are excellent and numerous. view the above com- 
ments, not for the general reader. 

Durkin, 


Georgetown University 
* * 


Welles, Sumner. Intelligent American’s Guide the 
Peace. Dryden Press. Jan. 1945. 370p. $3.75. 


This ordinary study international peace. not 
another book for solving the bewildering problem mod- 
ern war; monumental collection facts about the 
contemporary world. Sumner Welles, editor, states 
his conviction that today Americans need acquire more 
accurate knowledge about all the other nations the 
world order determine the responsibilities which 
their country will assume after victory. 
volume will convince you that this assumption correct. 


America may justly proud her educational facilities 
but satisfactory teaching world geography and history 
has been conspicuously lacking. comparison between 
English and American college graduates reveals this point. 
The educated Englishman can tell you the principal im- 
ports and exports Chile and Peru, the climatic differ- 
ences between Geece and Egypt; whereas Iraq and Iran 
are mysteries almost all educated Americans. But 
our education has been found wanting along these lines, 
here one handy volume that will remedy these de- 
ficiencies. 


Large format, grand conception, encyclopedic de- 
tail, this book nevertheless fascinatingly readable. The 
material presented such facile style that reads like 
current news-magazine. broad outline divided 
into six parts: Europe, the British Commonwealth Na- 
tions, the Western Hemisphere, the Far East, the Near 
East and Mediterranean Orbit, and Africa. Altogether 
there are studies eighty-six countries plus valuable 
introduction Sumner Welles and postscript the 
League Nations and the Universal Postal Union. Under 
each country are four and people, the 
nation’s economy, history: 1914-1944, and stakes the 
peace. For Catholics the section land and people will 
interesting because here that religion treated. 
The nation’s economy will introduce most readers 
hitherto unknown statistics absolutely vital under- 
standing world peace. The historical parts consist 
thumbnail sketches the most important events during 
the last thirty years. The last part stakes the peace 
carefully analyzes each nation’s need for international 
cooperation order ensure lasting peace and pros 
perity. Most likely here that Sumner Welles has 
made his distinctive contribution this book, the com- 
pilation the historical and economic facts being the 
work several collaborators enumerated page four. 


The best way appreciate this work select chapter 
some country which now the news. Poland might 
well example. Because she the current 
ground between the German and Russian armies, well 
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the cause diplomatic headaches the Big Three, 
the reader will begin understand the Polish problem 
more intelligently after digesting the historical and eco- 
nomic factors herein considered. 


Obviously impossible evaluate all the material as- 
sembled between the covers this book. estima- 
tion the authors have endeavored impartial and 
the sum total facts and figures this impartiality mani- 
fest. Yet the impartiality American liberals with 
completely secularistic outlook who see religion only 
another sociological fact and who cannot therefore 
adequately appreciate the cultural impact Catholicism. 
This apparent, take only one instance, the his- 
torical section Italy since 1939, where there 
mention Pius XII although read the names Badog- 
lio, Mussolini, Croce, Sforza, Salvemini and Togliatti. 
influence upon the Italian people can any these men 
measure the heroic stature the present pope? 


Throughout the book there are many brilliant comments. 
Thus, where the authors discuss France 46, they 
have written very aptly that “Republican Spain was virtu- 
ally the religion the left”. This also appears the 
religion which the authors profess evidenced what 
they think about Spain, Portugal and Mexico. That their 
sympathies lie with the left further indicated their 
article Russia, where they write that freedom religion 
was guaranteed the Soviet Constitution 1936. There 
denying that the Soviet Constitution contains this 
statement; but the authors should not expect intelligent 
Americans, for whom this book was published, suppose 
that for Russians freedom religion means what 
understand that term. Nor can reasonably believe 
that popular plebiscites the Baltic States approved their 
incorporation into the U.S.S.R. There limit the 
gullibility intelligent Americans. 


Greece the authors claim (p. 72) that Roman Catholics 
enjoy complete religious liberty. Here their information 
incorrect because August 15, 1938, King George 
issued drastic anti-Catholic laws— cf. London Tablet, 
172, pp. 703-704. They also state that “in 
Japan the Church was forced accept the law requiring 
all Christian denominations, whatever their doctrines, 
fuse”. the article Japan (p. 289) the same notion 
repeated: “In that year (1940) the government assumed 
control over all religious institutions and compelled all 
Christians, whatever their differences, merged into 
national church”. not clear what legislation 
reference made here; but may sure that the 
Roman Catholic Church Japan has not become 
tional church—although now under the local super- 
vision native bishops—and that has not fused with 
other Christian denominations. 


These and other inaccuracies and misinterpretations are 
but minor flaws this comprehensive work. Despite its 
shortcomings still remains compulsory reading for all 
Catholics who wish speak authoritatively the peace. 
presents the necessary historical and economic back- 
ground for the peace principles whose moral 
sophical foundations Pius XII has clearly explained. 

Finally the Catholic who reads this book intelligently can- 
not fail reach three conclusions. First, isolationism 
national policy entirely inadequate and must give way 
international cooperation. Secondly, population trends 
some European Catholic countries, such France and 
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Belgium, indicate steady future decline with its conse- 
quential weakening the Church Europe. Thirdly, 
the United States, Sumner Welles maintains, must lead 
the way true international collaboration hemispheric 
solidarity with Canada and the Latin American nations. 
Because Latin America predominantly Catholic, the 
future for the Church the Americas bright, provided 
that Catholic Americans assume the responsibilities 
leadership. 
Harry Koenig, 

Mundelein, 


* * * 


Vestal, Stanley. The Missouri. 
Jan. 25, 1945. 368p. $2.50. 


Although this reviewer has admittedly not read all the 
volumes issued date the Rivers America Series 
(the one here considered the eighteenth), has not 
encountered more interesting one than that written 
Stanley Vestal. Since the author this river book has 
written thirteen other books western history, may 
assumed that knows the West sufficiently well write 
about competently. 


Some readers will consider the first section the book, 
“Highway”, and its seven chapters the most interesting 
part. Much that hazily known, all, the average 
reader, relative the early navigation the Missouri, 
entertainingly discussed. Stanley Vestal makes clear 
that river less certain where may wander than 
the Missouri. Many humorous anecdotes relative the 
shifting channel are given, are many other stories asso- 
ciated with the steamboat era the Missouri, the decade 
the 1850’s, when the river valley was dependent almost 
entirely upon river navigation. 


the second section, “Boundary”, much informational 
material upon the Mormons, and also upon the slavery 
controversy, embodied the activity John Brown, 
contained. The final and longest section, “Outpost”, 
contains sixteen interesting chapters, many them deal- 
ing with the Indian warfare with the whites. Because 
his familiarity with this subject, the author really 
his best these chapters, which are packed with interest- 
ing and not too well known material. 


Farrar and Rinehart. 


The book evidently intended for the “average” reader, 
and may well recommended him. times the 
sentence structure may not the best; many single sen- 
tence paragraphs will irritate some readers; there some 
avoidable repetition. However, most those who follow 
the wandering Missouri with Vestal will feel that they 
have had interesting trip. The maps George An- 
nand and the unusual illustrations Getlar Smith give 
the book additional interest and value. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, Chicago 


Literary Guild---February Selection 


Ferber, Edna. Great Son. Doubleday, Doran. Jan. 29, 
1945. $2.50. 

For some curious reason this new opuscule sub-titled 
the jacket novel character” while really more 
story un-novel characters floating weak watering 
historical soup. The background that scenic 
Seattle; the time 1851 1941; the protagonists, the 
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Melendy family who held the position prime pioneer- 
ing group the Northwest. 


Part the Melendy power had its origin the time 
the Alaskan gold rush when Vaughan Melendy, already 
married prim, precise Emmy, made his fortune gold 
mining and concurrently perpetuated the Melendy name 
having son Alaska one Pansy Deleath who sub- 
sequently was settled fine house near Vaughan’s 
Melendy-reserved section Seattle. illegiti- 
mate son, Dike, was unfortunate many respects. 
lacked mother whom could cherish; his wife, Lina 
Port, had Broadway blood her veins 
returned take parts the stage that his married life 
was unstable with the constant prospect divorce present; 
his son, Mike, had the pioneer spirit Vaughan Melendy 
that Dike felt loss with Mike. the youngster 
Mike was the urge new and large things; saw 
the future the air and became avid mechanic and 
pilot. This enthusiasm, coupled with his desire have 
the Melendy family return America something the 
fine living they had taken out it, made Mike enlist 
immediately after Pearl Harbor. His marriage the 
refugee Reggie (for Regina) half-Jewish descent also 
symbolizes the hope for new America which should 
built from international foundations just the original 
Melendy strain began from the union Eastern 
“Mercer girl” with pioneer Westerner. 


There are few episodes (mostly flashbacks), loosely 
strung together. Although there hullabaloo the 
beginning about Seattle and its scenic and historical back- 
ground, too little historical detail finds its way into the 
story. The account the “one hundred” Mercer girls 
who left the East shortly after the close the Civil War 
become the wives the bachelor Washingtonians 
quite bit exaggerated over the figures the Washington 
volume the Federal Writers’ Project which Miss 
Ferber alludes. Despite the very favorable portrayal 
the illegitimate relationship between Vaughan Melendy 
and Pansy Deleath there little directly suggestive ma- 
terial. Great Son, then, considered suitable for adults 
recreational reading but not warmly commended 
either for style content. 


Russell, Rev. William Jesus the Divine Teacher. 
Kenedy. Dec. 1944. vii, 468p. $3.00. 


The purpose this study Christ Teacher 
present the Person Christ and His Teaching 
antidote the cynicism that affects much modern 
education. The first three chapters are devoted the 
Person Christ, His history from His own day the 
present, and the mystery the Incarnation. Here there 
are some excellent summaries doctrine and history, 
with plentiful references for readers who may wish 
delve more deeply into any one point. The remaining 
three chapters comprise study the teaching Christ 
from three points view: His qualifications teacher, 
the content His teaching, and the method His 
teaching. 


Under each the above headings the author develops 
separately various and numerous points. careful al- 
ways indicate the present pertinence the topic under 
consideration, and this gives the work value not 
always found books this type. While this method 
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enables him cover many excellent points the net im- 
pression that the book series short essays rather 
than completely unified work. The reader loses his 
way. more organic treatment would have made for 
better structural unity and more useful work. Often 
enough conclusions seem precipitate due the 
brevity the treatment. times, too, there evidence 
strain correlating the past and the present. 


The book will make good reference for teachers re- 
ligion, and good index and bibliography enhance this 


value. 
Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton 


Henry, Robert Selph. With the Most”: Forvest. 
Bobbs-Merrill. Oct. 31, 1944. 558p. $4.00. 


Nathan Bedford Forrest (1821-1877) was, both civil 
and military life, emphatically what called self-made 
man. 


Left boyhood the chief reliance large family when 
his father, Tennessee country blacksmith, died, Forrest— 
with almost formal education, social prestige, 
influential friends—not only met his family responsibili- 
ties adequately, but, the course some twenty years’ 
business activity, made himself millionaire. 


When the War between the States began Forrest was not 
quite forty. had never seen manual arms nor be- 
longed military organization. began his Con- 
federate service private soldier and ended 
lieutenant general—the only enlisted man either 
Southern Northern forces rise high. 


The evolution the poor backwoods boy into wealthy 
trader and planter was not remarkable. Such de- 
velopment, though not common, was far from unheard 
the life the time. But the metamorphosis the 
middle-aged and (in the military sense) totally untrained 
civilian into master the art war seemed something 
like miracle. fact, was too miraculous fully 
credited the Confederate high command, who almost 
the end persisted regarding Forrest merely daring 
cavalry raider, highly useful, indeed, but not qualified 
head army. The Richmond authorities made him 
lieutenant general only two months before the Confederate 
collapse when there was nothing left for his skill 
employ. 

Forrest’s field operations lay what the Confederates 
called the Kentucky, west Tennessee, 
northern Mississippi and Alabama, north-west Georgia. 
The Army Tennessee was the chief Confederate force 
this region, and over brooded the blighting influence 
General Braxton Bragg, whom President Davis had 
complete confidence and whom nobody else had any 
confidence all. true patriot and good text-book 
soldier, Bragg nullified his very considerable abilities 
almost incredible military pedantry which made him 
apparently prefer lose the rule-book rather than 


win against and tactless harshness which alienated 


his men and officers without awing them. 


Bragg, whether commander the field his later 
capacity chief-of-staff the President, was incapable 
perceiving the full possibilities Forrest’s genius—and 
Davis saw through Bragg’s eyes. 
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Forrest began his military career recruiting troops that 
equipped largely his own expense. always was 
great recruiter, but later his custom was equip 
the expense the enemy. Made lieutenant colonel 
cavalry Oct. 1861, Forrest once began those sudden 
pounces the Federals which was continue with 
almost uninterrupted success for three long years. 
steadily rose rank, but the troops his disposal were 
seldom over 5,000 and not often that many. Yet time 
after time baffled and sometimes routed captured 
forces considerably superior his own. could, un- 
doubtedly, have done much more, had not been tied 
down the limitations subordinate command. 


However, Forrest did enough become sort legendary 
figure— and his legend solidly based fact. 


Forrest has suffered lack biographers. Seven capable 
writers had produced six good accounts him before 
“First With the Most”: Forrest appeared. Mr. Henry has, 
course, profited the labors his predecessors, but 
has added much labor his own. has re-examined 
the original sources, sought out some heretofore unused 
material, and fortified almost every statement his text 
with one more notes reference. Some idea Mr. 
Henry’s elaborate documentation may gained from the 
fact that his 452 pages text are backed with pages 
notes nearly all which embody references authori- 
ties. So, while the earlier Lives will doubtless hold the 
esteem due them for this that peculiar excellence, Mr. 
Henry’s Forrest the book for the student who prefers 
accurate knowledge stirring rhetoric and who likes 
put before him the sources which the author 
relies. 


Mr. Henry naturally has given most his space (398 
pages) Forrest the soldier, but his concluding 
pages gives adequate sketch the great raider’s 
last twelve years, including discussion his alleged 
headship the Klux Klan. 


“First With the Most”: Forrest has twenty-four illustra- 
tions, ten full-page sketch maps, bibliography and 


good index. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Pratt, George Soldier Civilian: Problems Re- 


Dr. Pratt Psychiatric Examiner the Armed 
Forces Induction Center, New Haven, Connecticut, and 
was formerly Assistant Clinical Professor Psychiatry 
Yale’s School Medicine. This background, together 
with his degree medicine, gives the prospective reader 
good idea what the nature this latest contribution 
veterans literature likely be, well assur- 
ance the authority and soundness the views ex- 
pressed therein. The book treats the difficult transition 
from military life civilian life, and, its subtitle would 
indicate, reduces the problems thereof the fundamental 
matter adjustment. sober, sensible, sympathetic 
treatment the question and sufficiently untechnical 
not only understandable but downright readable. 


The book addressed principally the families, friends, 
and prospective employers returned servicemen, and its 
avowed purpose create these both point 


XUM 


Pratt Anderson 197 


and atmosphere. The point view, the author’s 
words, one mature, not mawkish, sympathy; the 
atmosphere, one understanding and sturdy support. 
hoped that the veteran may helped thereby 
help himself establishing ways living that will 
prove once satisfying him and beneficial society. 


this task sympathetic handling the veteran, the 
author lays great stress the need what calls learn- 
ing the language behavior. vital that under- 
stand—or least strive meaning 
underlying veteran’s strange behavior, however devious 
that meaning may times be. the task, then, 
explaining and illustrating the possible meanings behind 
some the more commonly found behavior patterns, Dr. 
Pratt devotes the bulk his book. 


The author’s organization logical and simple. 
convinced that are help the veteran wisely his 
understand the personal equipment man has start 
with, the effect military service this personal equip- 
ment, and the provisions the Army makes minimize 
the inevitable strains adjustment military life. 
whole chapter then given over discussion psy- 
chiatric disabilities. this groundwork laid, the au- 
thor addresses himself the triple phase the veteran’s 
returning—homecoming general, going back work, 
and fitting again into the family. (Unfortunately—for 
this reviewer least—he does not touch the returning-to- 
school phase.) Finally, appendix, there reprinted 
“Community Service for Veterans: Guide for Planning 
and Coordination”, prepared the National Committee 
Service Veterans. 


One the finest contributions the book makes clari- 
fication the whole subject mental disorders. The 
author not merely well equipped handle this phase 
the question but goes pains translate his knowl- 
edge into terms that may readily understood the 
layman. concerned with the superstitious ignorance 
which the term meets many quarters and has set 
himself debunking the superstition and deflating the 
stigma that often attaches it. The book can rec- 
ommended all readers with interest the problem 
returning veterans—or with interest single re- 


turning veteran. 
Edward Baxter, 
Chairman: Veterans Committee, 
Fordham University 


Anderson, Robert Gordon. The Biography Cathedral. 
Longmans, Green. Dec. 1944. 496p. $4.00. 


essay Christian history France from the dawn 
the Chistian era the time General Gaulle is, 
use mild understatement, very ambitious under- 
taking. That Robert Gordon Anderson should have suc- 
ceeded well accomplishment; that should have 
done work which approaches great literature 
triumph! 


Mr. Anderson calls the Cathedral “The lovely blossoming 
the Cross, and what goes within its beautiful body, 
the reliving the Hero’s story” (p. 45). order, there- 
fore, present adequate history the “blossoming”, 
was necessary present history the Cross 
which the history Christendom. And the island 
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the Seine which harbors the Cathedral, becomes 
island the midst the swirling tides History. From 
the vantage point that island, watch the endless 
Christian civilization pass by. There is, 
way the coming Caesar and the Romani- 
Gaul. And then, the East, there arises the 
Da, Which revolutionize all human history and 
redeem all human beings. 


The Pageant Christendom begins. “The cross, whose 
form the Cathedral will built, raised Hill”; 
“Paul becomes the Great Trumpet Voice the Cross”; 
“Paul and Peter show coward Nero how true-hearted 
gentlemen die”. The story goes with dynamic cre- 
scendo. Irenaeus Lyons plants the seed Gaul; the 
form the Mass takes shape; Constantine converted; 
Julian the Apostate finally yields the Cross. 


Then the four great Doctors the West appear—Jerome, 
Ambrose, Augustine and Gregory—and spread the work 
initiated the four Evangelists. Rome falls and the 
whole world trembles; Benedict solidifies the foundations 
Christendom with his mighty army monks. The 
civilization the West, which had come from the East, 
saved. Then, last, Our Lady comes Paris. 


With the power sheer drama the story progresses. With 
successive living tableaux Anderson sets before the 
whole history the West: Charlemagne and the Holy 
Roman Empire; the beginnings feudalism; Henry and 
Canossa; the picturesque “parade that took four-hundred 
years Crusades; the building the great 
cathedrals; the rise France great nation—all 
here, with power and precision. 


synopsize this book synopsize the history the 
Church. Mr. Anderson has done commendable work. 
knows his Paris well, and those who love the beauty 
the City the Seine will love grow. 
many ways, Robert Gordon Anderson have cap- 
tured the subtle psychology the Paris that was, and 
which, please God, will live again. There the delightful 
West Bank; the flower-marts, the book-stalls; the endless 
stream human drama—not merely knew them, 
but they grew. And dominating all things else—the 
Cathedral. 

The publisher’s blurb tells that Mr. Anderson spent 
several years Paris, the quarter about Notre Dame, 
preparing for this book. One can well believe it! has 
captured nuances and subtle shades that only one who 
has seen and known Paris well could achieve. Simply 
read about evokes nostalgic yearnings. 


the Cathedral synthesis all that best 
Christendom—its theology, its liturgy, its art and culture— 
then surely this book has achieved synthesis that 
synthesis. was written with genuine love, and every 
detail Christian art seen its proper settting— 
against the back-drop the Cross. 


Here and there, course, one can find objections, some 
rather serious. Evolution brought with “taken-for- 
granted” attitude that spoils much the Christian flavor. 
Likewise, one would wish that had not referred the 
adorable Sacrament the Altar the “wafer”. 

The literary value the book varies. There are some 
passages that are superb. But there tendency repeat 
these until one cannot help but recall—unkindly, per- 
haps—Horace’s famous unus alter pannis purpureus. 


Best 


The closing paragraph the book might serve 
capsule-presentation the whole work. Cathedral 
magnificent gesture; the noblest, perhaps, ever made 
man, upflung pride himself, entreaty the un- 
known, fear and delight, and arrested forever against 
the sky. Forever, unless man and his chemicals and 
violence destroy Even then there will remain the 
universal gesture which the Cathedral shadow, 
Him with arms outstretched upon the cross for all against 
the sky the world.” that kind book. 
Fidelis Rice, C.P., 


Baltimore, Maryland 
* * * 


Gill, Henry V., Fact and Fiction Modern Science. 


Fordham University Press. Dec. 30, 1944. 136p. 


This series essays discussion those aspects 
physical science, especially the modern trends, which are 
closely related philosophy and the attempts which 
scientists are making interpret their results the 
formulation understanding the material universe. 
not only attempt point out existing illogicalities 
and possible errors but also effort show that scho- 
lastic philosophy has reached clear determination 
certain principles toward which scientists are struggling 
painfully today. certain extent also brief 
survey the scope modern research the physical 
sciences, i.e., pure science, not technological application; 
and free technicalities work this sort can 
hope reasonably be. 


Father Gill begins with discussion the manner 
which great discoveries are made, “the mental process 
which results the recognition some ‘law’ funda- 
mental principle” and concludes “that there ‘process’ 
the ordinary sense the word”. Rather, close applica- 
tion and constant study usually followed, during some 
period relaxation, “flash genius”, sudden solu- 
tion seemingly insoluble problem. then examines 
the “nature scientific knowledge” discussing intuition 
and probable certainty the recognition the truth 
natural facts. After exposition the development 
modern scientific knowledge the constituents matter 
the author indicates that modern scientists are approach- 
ing the scholastic interpretation the nature matter. 


Perhaps the most technical essay the series the one 
which are pointed out instances lack logic the 
formulation working hypotheses with special reference 
the original Bohr hypothesis. this essay the author 
also points out that “by confusing the mathematical out- 
look with the physical possible arrive all sorts 
conclusions”. does this defining the relationship 
mathematics physical reality. 


two consecutive essays Father Gill applies physical 
principles the problem the origin and evolution 
life. After indicating that the actual occurrence spon- 
taneous generation would not disprove the existence 
God goes show that such phenomenon would 
impossible under the operation the laws thermo- 
dynamics. Not only the development life but also the 
development more complex from simpler forms life 
direct contradiction the principle entropy. 
fact the appearance, development and maintenance 
life can only explained Divine intervention. Thus 
the appearance and existence life constitutes 
the existence God. 


seve 
inte 
basi 


fell 

indt 
his 
Stra 
Ger: 
man 
him 

unti 
conc 
was 

she 

mak 
win 

how 
Lesli 
with 
clim: 
Gerr 
love 
atten 
hosp 
deep 
who 
twee 


firt 
the 
res 

sur 
Fat 
car 
anc 
For 

phi 


ELLERS 


hedral 
made 
un- 
and 
the 
ow, 


ind 


$2.50. 
cts 
are 
which 
the 
scho- 
brief 
can 


rocess’ 
solu- 
ith 
ent 
natter 
roach- 


ie one 
the 
out- 
sorts 


ion 

spon- 


1945 


Other essays discuss determinism, uncertainty, freewill, 
knowledge the future and other ideas they are en- 
countered modern physical science. Father Gill con- 
firms the trend away from materialism among scientists 
but shows the strange concepts God which modern 
physicist-philosophers have After indicating 
that God can known pure reason concludes that 
“science will only find religion when supplements its 
researches into the nature and purpose the universe 
taking heed revelation”. The closing chapter 
summary delineation the proof the existence God 
the First Cause. 


Father Gill’s essays are not easy read. They are com- 
posed the hard inner core thought and demand 
careful and precise consideration the part the reader. 
Yet they are not beyond the power the well educated 
and thoughtful man even somewhat lacking 
scientific background. However they will much more 
appealing the physical scientist and the philosopher. 
For both groups the book will prove valuable because 
philosophically and scientifically sound. 


Gunther, John. The Troubled Midnight. Harper. Feb. 
1945. 298p. $2.50. 


difficult indicate definitely the theme this novel, 
whose scene laid contemporary Istanbul, because 
there seems little coherent theme it. 
several occasions characters indicate very mildly that 
internationalized world would more secure than one 
based nationalism but they are cloudy what the 
little either plot characters show what the 
author aiming that one can never sure. 


When her baby died accidentally, Leslie Corcoran’s mar- 
riage soon dissolved. Divorced from her husband she 
fell love with “Robin” Culpepper, major American 
industrialist, only leave him when refused divorce 
his wife order marry her. secured her position 
with the Lend Lease office Turkey where she met 
Strangeways, British agent, who introduced her 
Gerald Heath, one his operatives whose job was the 
interference with Turkish production chrome for Ger- 
many. the same time Hugo Reichenau, Gerald’s op- 
posite number, hounded Leslie until she consented see 
him and then declared his love. Leslie was contemptuous 
first but gradually Hugo broke down her resistance 
until she consented discuss their relationship and finally 
concluded that she could not marry him not because 
was German but because was weakling. first 
she had started seeing Hugo the hope that she could 
make him betray his country Strangeways. order 
win Leslie, Hugo had dropped his affair with Florian, 
exotic Hungarian dancer whom Gerald coveted. Gerald 
however, dropped his infatuation for Florian favor 
Leslie. celebrate his freedom from Florian slept 
with her their final night together. Affairs come 
climax shortly after Turkey halts shipment chrome 
Germany threat Lend Lease loss. Leslie begins 
love Gerald, breaks with Hugo. The latter, infuriated, 
attempts have Gerald assassinated but succeeds only 
hospitalizing him with serious love 
deepens. Then she receives cablegram from “Robin” 
who divorcing his wife marry her. She torn be- 
tween “Robin” and Gerald but gradually decides favor 
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the latter. Hugo offers sell out Strangeways but 
murdered his superior before can so. Leslie 
has almost decided marry Gerald but when “Robin” 
appears she leaves Gerald immediately for her old love 
the story ends. 


novel The Troubled Midnight distinctly inferior. 
loosely written, without direction; the conflict 
superficial and its characters are patently artificial. Clichés, 
thought well idiom, abound and the general 
quality the writing poor. Morally the book objec- 
tionable that sexual promiscuity accepted natural 
behavior and moral stigma attached it. Objec- 
tionable obscenities, 152, and profanity are in- 
cluded. Leslie speakes for the characters when she claims 
have little sense sin which her was vulgar and 
cramping and debilitating. final objectionable incident 
found 163 where Gerald hails Judas Iscariot 
“useful because “made Christ God”. 
all there reason for recommending the book 
anyone. 


Arnold, Elliott. Tomorrow Will Sing. Duell, Sloan and 
Pearce. Jan. 18, 1945. 308p. $2.50. 


this novel, far superior The Commandos several 
years ago, Lt. Elliott Arnold tells the story Italian 
born American, Lt. Eddie Amato, who, good fortune, 
was stationed near his birthplace Foggia, Italy. Soon 
learns that the farm his uncle, Gennaro, really be- 
longs him. begins show his character 
refusing take possession, insisting that his uncle con- 
tinue its management. Then, through successive episodes, 
demonstrates his uncle former Fascist official) 
and his friends the meaning American democracy. 
the end Gennaro has his opportunity showing the effect 
Eddie’s examples good-neighborliness. some re- 
spects has background similar that Bell for 
Adano, showing the work the Italian AMG. 


give complete recommendation there are many 
instances profanity (p. 15-16, for example) and vul- 
The account the prostitute Carmella (p. 184- 
188), while not openly suggestive, better kept from 
adolescents. Verdict: adult recreational reading Class 
grade. 


Maritain, Jacques. The Dream Descartes. Philosophical 


Library. Jan. 30, 1945. 220p. $3.00. 


The Dream Descartes not new study Descartes. 
The first three chapters appeared articles 1920 and 
1922; the fifth chapter lecture given 1931. Only 
the fourth chapter the Cartesian Proofs God was 
written expressly for this volume. Readers the book, 
therefore, should not expect new treatment the sub- 
ject, nor any advance what Maritain has already 
said his Three Reformers. The book suffers from the 
defect common such compilations being repetitious. 
The final chapter particular contains nothing that has 
not already been said the previous chapters. 


nevertheless readable book, and gives sufficiently 
unified treatment some the fundamental principles 
and orientations the Cartesian philosophy 
value. The author discusses the nature Descartes’ 


life 

Thus 


200 Spinelli Holding Index 


break with the past, and the consequences this revolu- 
tion both the system Descartes himself and later 
systems influenced either positively negatively Des- 
cartes. The Cartesian doctrine ideas contains germ 
modern Idealism, Rationalism, Agnosticism. The levelling 
human sciences one Science, physico-mathematical, 
and the reduction all thought one principle and 
single certitude, forced Descartes exclude Theology 
from the realm the sciences, reducing him Fideism. 
Kant was follow along the same line and remove meta- 
physics from the realm human sciences, his agnosticism 
being the logical outcome the downward trend initiated 
Descartes. 


Maritain stresses the point that the problems Des- 
cartes were properly metaphysical problems; that Descartes 
was metaphysician who disliked metaphysics. 
little said the character Descartes, certain appre- 
ciation his character emerges: sincere Catholic, and 
sincere thinker, yet was capable philosophical di- 
plomacy and evasion order obscure the revolutionary 
nature his philosophy and order protect himself 
against official condemnation. 
Charles Denecke, 


University Scranton 


Spinelli, Marcos. Assignment Without 
cott. Jan. 17, 1945. 256p. $2.00. 


There little unusual this espionage tale describing 
the activities Nazi agents Brazil who are frustrated 
American Intelligence Officer Peter Costa Brazilian 
birth. times the action rapid, then falls tempo 
long descriptive passages occur. The language some- 
times suggestive that the story only suitable for those 
adults who feel the need escaping into South American 
atmosphere. 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---January Selection 


Holding, Elizabeth Sanxay. Net Cobwebs. Simon and 
Schuster. Jan. 26, 1945. 248p. $2.00. 


The shadows what may merely shock or, more 
dreadful possibility, incipient insanity, close Malcolm 
Drake, gentleman merchant seaman, after the torpedoing 
his liner U-Boat. Nor does seem improve 
convalescing his brother’s home, despite the solicitous 
attentions two beautiful sisters-in-law and fluttering 
Aunt Evie. Then Aunt Evie dies and Malcolm impli- 
cated—in such subtle way that the reader wonders 
her dying part plot directed, for some sinister reason, 
against the restless and defenseless invalid; the whole 
pattern, which comes through the medium Mal- 
colm’s consciousness, only the cunning misconstructions 
schizophrenia-making Arthur Drake. Dr. Lurie, Helen 
and Virginia Chatsworth seem wear duplex masks. 
Elizabeth Sanxay Holding knows how slant her ap- 
parently objective and noncommittal pages such deft 
fashion that, accordance with the immemorial institu- 
tion red herrings several contradictory hypotheses simul- 
taneously hold water. After the sullen musician found 
dead the field, that particular crux resolved. But 
whose the hand? 


Best SELLERs 


Net Cobwebs built after the tradition Francis Iles’ 
very mature studies the psychology crime; without 
his suave finesse, but very effectively. The resultant im- 
pact dreadfully real the point where one questions 
its suitability for the young reader terms tempera- 
mental health. author’s problem psychological 
rather than ethical; the young eye rests more easily the 
contrasting chess squares black and white than these 
confusing half-tones that are the psychiatrist’s province. 
purely esthetic grounds, stickler for whodunit pro- 
prieties might challenge Miss Holding’s camera focus 
the occasion Arthur Drake’s giving his gun Malcolm. 
These things happen life, course, with even less 
motivation, but the incident still little too casually 
Chekhovian for that thing contrived artifice, the mys- 


tery story. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, Buffalo 
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